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another lecture before the British Association, at
Brighton, on the ' Aims and Instruments of
Scientific Thought.' In March, 1873, he again
lectured before the Eoyal Institution, his subject
this time being ' The Philosophy of the Pure
Sciences;7 and in 1874 he lectured on the
' Beginning and the Ending of the Earth,7 and on
the ' Connexion of Mind and Body.7 In these
discourses, as their several titles denote, what he
mainly aimed at explaining (and he did this with
a most admirable lucidity) was the chief conclu-
sions that modern science had come to concern-
ing the constitution of matter, the history of the
material universe, the connexion of the brain with
-consciousness ; and further, though in a less
successful and more faltering way, the nature of
scientific knowledge as a whole, regarded from
the metaphysical stand-point. But he touched
only here and there, far off and indirectly, on
such questions as morals and religion, and the
practical hopes of the human race. Signs, how-
ever, are not wanting that it was to these ques-
tions he was gradually leading up, and that it
was on these that he was preparing himself to
.speak before long with authority.

It was during this period, as his biographer